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Justices decide to close House of 
Correction in Thirsk and build a 
replacement in Northallerton. Designed by 
John Carr - who also designed Harewood 
House in Leeds and Fairfax House in York 
it was built on top of wasteland and a 
swamp given by the Bishop of Duham, 
John Egerton. It cost £3411 3s 11d and 
was ready by 1788 - 12 cells (measuring 
just four yards square) for men, 5 for 
women, four workrooms including one 
that was also used as a chapel and prison 
warders accommodation

Serious overcrowding in the late 1840s saw 
more building work - a new 14 foot wall was 
built, and two new prison wings - one for 
women and one for men were created. The 
upper floor of the original prison wing was 
rebuilt and heightened to form a chapel to 
house 300. A new infirmary wing was also 
built but was later demolished. The largest of 
first treadmills - which arrived in 1821 - was 
removed to build the matrons house

Governors House and 
C wing were built

Captain George Gardner was Governor 
- he had taken part in the Charge of 
the Light Brigade, coming out without a 
wound, and is buried in Northallerton 
cemetery. Edwin Taylor followed him into 
the Governors House - he had been at 
York Castle Prison and was reputedly one 
of the toughest governors
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Reopened as a training depot for 
Military Police - cells were used as 
accommodation for trainees and it 
became a busy military location

Hit the national headlines when it 
was the scene of the Glasshouse 
Riots - 18 were later court 
marshalled for the incident 

Closed to
female prisoners

It was one of five prisons in 
England to take juveniles 
sentenced to more than one 
month’s detention - and held 
separately from adults

Closed due to a 
decline in crime

Became a prison once 
more - as a Military 
Detention Centre

Prison Chapel 
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Marked changes took place - the emphasis was on 
education and with a new motto adopted: ‘changing 
lives from the inside out’, it became a forward 
looking community prison. Mid 90s also saw first 
female officers join the staff.

Prison closed

Converted to a Young 
Offenders Institution 

Renamed a Remand Centre 
and was included in a list 
of the 21 worst performing 
prisons in the country

Became a Young Offenders 
Institution again for up to 254 
young convicts from across the 
North East and Yorkshire

Became a Young 
Offenders Institution 
and a prison for adults


